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8. You may not purchase more than one year’s supply because it can be purchased again
the following year. (Beis Yosef, Bach, Mishnah Berurah 539:31)

9. See Shulchan Aruch and Ramah 539:9. Eliyahu Rabbah rules that buying wine in order
to profit is permitted, and only buying large quantities for your own use is prohibited because
it is an unnecessary bother. See Biur Halachah who says not to protest against those who rely
on this opinion.

10. Shulchan Aruch 539:10 permits their sale because they are perishable. Magein Avraham
and Mishnah Berurah include non-perishable items as well, provided they are obviously for Yom
Tov needs. Anything for Yom Tov that is not obvious, must be done in private. (see Shulchan
Aruch 533:5)

11. See Shulchan Aruch 539:2-3. This reason is only necessary for commercial debts such
as payment for merchandise (already delivered). These have the halachah of commerce, and
are allowed only when classified as prevention of loss. Debts from loans, however, are not
considered business and you may try to collect them on Chol Hamoed, even in court. (see Taz,
Mishnah Berurah 539:7-11) If you have a good security (j12¢%) you may not make your claim
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allowed to buy it on Chol Hamoed,8 but it is forbidden to buy it for business
purposes.?

5) Things that are needed for the Yom Tov, like fruits and spices, 10 may be sold
regularly, even openly. And since you are allowed to open your store to sell to a
Jewish customer, you may also sell to a non-Jewish customer.

6) It is customary to be lenient about collecting debts, even when the debt is
owed by a Jew, because we consider this the prevention of a loss.!!

7) Lending money on interest to a regular non-Jewish customer is permitted,
because it would be a loss, if he took his business elsewhere.!2 If you lend money
to a non-Jew, who is not your regular customer, you should spend the interest!3 of
one week for [the mitzvah of] rejoicing on Yom Tov.14 Selling merchandise to
someone who is not a regular customer is forbidden, and it is of no avail even if you
spend more of your profits for [the mitzvah of] rejoicing on Yom Tov.!> But you are
permitted to sell to a regular customer, because it is considered prevention of a loss,
so that he will not get accustomed to purchase elsewhere.

8) It is forbidden to exchange money16 (on Chol Hamoed).

April 3 Chapter 107
The Month of Nisan

1) During the entire month of Nisan we do not say Tachanun! or Tzidduk Hadin?
(burial service), and we do not say Tzidkasecha on Shabbos at Minchah.3 It is
customary* from Rosh Chodesh on, to read (from the Seifer Torah) the parashah of the
Nasi® who brought his offering on that day. On the thirteenth day of the month, we

in Beis Din (court) on Chol Hamoed. (Elipahu Rabbah) When claiming outstanding loans, etc.,
if they are not considered prevention of loss, you may not do melachah (like writing) in the
process.

12. Rabbeinu Tam, Rosh.

13. If it was a large loan and you find it difficult to spend so much, you should do the best
you can. (Ba’eir Heiteiv, Maharil)

14. This is in addition to what you had intended to spend. (Mishnah Berurah 539:45)

15. See paragraphs 1-2 and footnotes 4-5. Lending is less restricted than business because
it does not involve the bother of pricing or the disappointment of overpaying. (Magein
Avraham 539:17, Mishnah Berurah 539:45)

16. Shulchan Aruch 539:14. Because it is considered business. (Vilna Gaon, Mishnah Berurah
539:47)

1. See Chapter 22.

2. See Chapter 198:14.

3. Shulchan Aruch 429.

4. This custom is not very widespread in our times, except among Chassidim.

5. The leader of each tribe was called Nasi. On Rosh Chodesh Nisan the Tabernacle was
erected, and in honor of its dedication, during the ensuing twelve days, each Nasi had his day
on which he brought a special offering, as is written in Numbers 7:10-7:89.
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6. Aaron, the High Priest, and Nasi of the tribe of Levi did not take part in the offering
of the Nesi'im. His lighting of the Menorah was his part in the dedication. See Rashi. (Numbers
8:2)

7. The anniversary of the death of one’s father or mother. (See Ramah 429:2) This is our
custom; but Shulchan Aruch permits a private individual to fast during Nisan.

8. If one has a particularly onimous and disturbing dream, fasting with repentance helps
to nullify the decree indicated by the dream.

9. Since it is a day of atonement for them, they fast the day of the wedding until the
marriage ceremony takes place. (Magein Avraham 573) Refraining from fasting during Nisan
is not a halachah, but a custom, and this fast overrides it. (poskim)

10. Ramah 573. This is so only on Rosh Chodesh Nisan, because two of Aaron’s sons (Nadav
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read in parashas Beha’alosechah until “Kein asah es hamenorah” “So did he make the
Menorah” which is fitting for the tribe of Levi.®

2) [During the month of Nisan,] we do not fast even the fast of a Yahrzeit,” but
we may fast because of a dream.8 The firstborn (males) fast on erev Pesach, as will
be explained, God willing, in Chapter 113. A groom and a bride also fast during
Nisan,® even on Rosh Chodesh Nisan.10

3) On Shabbos Hagadol'! at Minchah it is customary not to recite Barchi Nafshi,
but to say instead Avadim Hayinul? etc., because on Shabbos Hagadol the redemp-
tion from Egypt and the miracles began. 13

Chapter 108
The Wheat and Flour for the Matzos

1) It is written, “And you must guard the matzos” (Exodus 12:17). From this we
learn that we must guard the wheat [from which we make] the matzos with which
we perform the mitzvah, to see that no water comes upon them. According to some
of the great halachic authorities, of blessed memory, this watchfulness is to begin
from the time the wheat is harvested. The prevailing custom is to follow the opinion
of the authorities, who maintain it is sufficient to guard it from the time it is
brought to the mill, and thereafter. However, people who are meticulous in their
performance of mitzvos, are concerned that [the wheat] should be guarded from the
time it is harvested, and this is the proper thing to do. Special care must be taken
that the stalks do not remain attached to the earth until they completely dry out
and turn white, because then if rain falls on them they will become chametz, even
though they are still attached to the soil,! since they no longer need the soil’s
(nourishment). It is, therefore, fitting and proper to harvest them when they are still
slightly green. If you can obtain wheat that was guarded from the time of harvesting
for all the days of Yom Tov, so much the better. If this is impossible, you should at
least be scrupulous about this for the matzos of both Seder nights.

and Avihu) died on that day. On any other Rosh Chodesh, the bride and groom may not fast.
(Magein Avraham, Mishnah Berurah 573:9)

11. The Shabbos before Pesach is so called because in Egypt, the Jews were commanded to
take a lamb on the tenth day of Nisan and designate it for the paschal offering. They did so,
and tied the sheep to their bedposts. The Egyptians, upon hearing the Jews were bringing the
sheep as a sacrifice, did not protest, even though the lamb was the Egyptian idol. That year,
the tenth day of Nisan occurred on Shabbos, and in commemoration of this miracle, we call
it Shabbos Hagadol—the Great Shabbos. (Tur 430 etc.)

12. This is found in the Hagaddah of Pesach. It is customary to recite until Lechappeir al Kol
Avonoseinu (to atone all our sins). (Ramah 430) The Vilna Gaon did not agree with this custom,
and many people follow his ruling and do not say it.

13. See note 11.

1. This is so only if there was a huge downpour of rain, but a slight rain or drizzle does
not disqualify the wheat and it may be used even for the required matzo of the Seder. (Mishnah
Berurah 467:18)
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2) If in some of the wheat there was found kernels that were split open or
sprouted; the rest may be used for matzah, provided the unfit ones were separated
or carefully measured to make sure that there is at least sixty times as much (of the
good wheat) as the split and sprouted (wheat). Initially, you should be scrupulous
to sort out even wheat from which mice have eaten, or to make sure that there is at
least sixty times as much of the good wheat. Wheat that arrived by ship or was
stored in pits, if it is dry and hard, and its color has not changed, is kosher for Pesach.
If it was stored in an attic and rain dripped upon it in several places, through the
roof, it is forbidden. But if a little snow fell on it or a little water, in one place only,
you must remove those kernels which are doubtful, and the rest may be used.

3) It is a long established custom in Yisroel, in preparing the mill, to clean it
thoroughly, and scrub it in every possible way and to purchase new bags [for the
flour.] In a community where there are Torah scholars, they should go to the mill to
supervise the cleansing, and to see that the preparations are done properly. In a
community where there are no Torah scholars, every God-fearing person should go
himself to supervise the preparation of the mill, for it is a greater mitzvah to do it
yourself, than if an agent does it for you. It is customary that the first flour milled
after this preparation, is not eaten on Pesach. If moist grain is also ground at that
mill, it should be separated with a partition, so that none of its powder should mix
with it.

April 4 4) If a bag of flour has become wet, if only one part became wet, whether it is
still moist or already dry, you may take that part in your hand while you empty the
rest of the flour, which you are permitted to use. Only the part that has become wet
is forbidden. However, if the bag of flour has become wet in several places so that
it is impossible to take these steps, then, if it is still moist, the flour is sifted and
only the pieces that remain in the sieve are chametz, but the rest may be used. If mice
have eaten some of the flour, it should be sifted. However, if the bag of flour has
become dry; sifting is of no use, and the entire flour is forbidden to be used.

5) On the day the flour has been ground it is forbidden to be baked,? because
the flour is then warm and will quickly become chametz when water is poured on it.
Therefore, you should postpone using it for at least twenty-four hours after the

grinding.

6) The bags for holding the flour preferably should be made new, or at least the
seams of the old bags should be opened, and they should be washed thoroughly with
warm water and ashes, and by rubbing and beating them.

7) It is forbidden to load a bag of flour on an animal, unless thick leather is
2. If, however, it was already kneaded with water, it may be baked, but special care must

be taken that it not be allowed to become chametz. This is done by speeding up the process
and getting into the oven even quicker than other matzos. (Mishnah Berurah 453:43)



